Sympathy and Encouragement Letters from Students at the University of Belize and Students at Grossmont College to the Students of Meikai University, Japan 
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My fellow colleagues:

I am really sorry to hear about your country. We both know that this disaster is a part of our nature. I know how much pain this disaster has cause to you and your country. I find it extremely difficult to know you bear so much but God will never give us more than we can bear, and he is always with us through every step of our lives. I know that you all wanted, needed and hoped for more time to pre-pare for this catastrophe. I wanted to let you know that we are here for you in any way we can assist you. Our prayers are with you all.

Shanerie C
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Greetings from Belize and the students of the University of Belize!
To all those affected by the horrific disaster in Japan, rest assured that you are in our prayers and our hearts ache for your loss. Be ever reminded that in life we are never given more than we can bear.
Based on what I have read and seen on the news, the people of Japan still have love in their hearts for each other in such trying times. Persons who have very little for themselves are selflessly sharing with those who have nothing at all. It is with that spirit and conviction that you will rise and overcome the effects of the unfortunate disaster with which you are faced.
May God bless, protect, comfort and give you the strength to look forward to each new day. With life, lives can be rebuilt!


Love,
Patty P
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Best wishes to all across the pacific. Hope that all is restored to 100%. Was looking forward to the interaction across the ocean but only the almighty knows what is best for us all.  Stay safe and keep your families smiling best that you can.

Abdul Aziz S
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Hi,
My name is Faith and I attend the University of Belize. I am writing to sympathize with you. It truly saddens me to hear and also see what happened to Japan.

I was able to see some videos of all the damage that was done. I don't know the pain you are all feeling, I only hear stories. It may not be easy to put this all behind you as yet, especially if you lost a loved one. However, just have hope and believe that things will get better. I hope that this letter offers you some comfort. 

Have faith that you will get through this challenging time. Please know that you are all in my thoughts and prayers. Here is a favourite quote of mine that I would like to leave you with " When you've lost something, something new is being born and in the broken places the light shines through."

With Deepest Sympathy
Faith T
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29 March 2011

Dear Students of Japan,

 I am so saddened to learn of your country being devastated by the earthquake and tsunami. Please know that I am thinking of you all and sending my heartfelt sympathy.  

 I know that there are not words that can take away the pain you all are feeling now, but at least
know that my heart aches for you all and your people. For several nights I have asked the Almighty GOD to look after your people in this painful and grief moments. God is softening hearts of many others to assist in whatever means possible.

 Although words are useless in these moments of sorrow, please accept these written words as warm  hugs. I am confident that the international community will continue helping your country and you all will come up front from this hard moments.

Wishing you peace and healing.

Reynaldo A
Communication skills student
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Greetings from Belize. I was devastated to hear of the terrible tragedy in your country and I would like to express my deepest sympathy to all Japanese citizens. I wish that everyone would recover real quickly and life would resume as per normal. I am praying for the victims and all my best wishes and hopes for the victims' family. JAPAN! BE STRONG! WE ARE WITH YOU!

John K
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I hope things are getting better in Japan. There is nothing and not enough that i can say to express my sympathy to the Japanese people. 

I have seen pictures and videos, and watched it on the news. Yet the devastation and destruction that the tsunami did is unbelievable. I am heartfeltly sorry for all your loss, especially if you lost a loved one. 

Japan has always been a strong country and I know you will get through it, just never lose hope, else you'll have nothing. Remember to always help a neighbour in need.

Good Day and my prayers are with you,

Mark N

noble.m.a@gmail.com
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From:
 Minerva S

I have been watching CNN International TV News since the powerful earthquake and subsequent tsunami struck.  It is heart wrenching to see so much devastation and to witness through video clips, the impact and destruction nature can unleash.  However, to see the help pouring in from all over the world is most welcoming and to witness the Japanese people working together to "pick up the pieces" and coping with such great loss is uplifting and hopeful to say the least.  I send my prayers and well wishes to you my fellow students, your families and the entire country of Japan.  I know you are all strong people, in mind, body and spirit.  I sympathize with those who have lost family and friends but know that you are not alone in this.  We all feel your loss but we also know that the Japanese people will pull through with dignity, humility, peace and love.

9

Melissa M
Communication Skills

Dear Japanese Students,

I’m so sorry to hear about the devastating tsunami that hit your country. It was really shocking to know such disaster occurred. It brought sorrow and concern to all of us. One has to be strong in these times and we are here to provide any type of encouragement for things to get better really soon. When these disasters happen one has to be even stronger and must work together to show each other support and strength to overcome any difficulties that may come. It’s important to have faith and optimism in these difficult times. We are sharing some care and love through our 
e-mails. We hope to have helped or impacted you guys in some way or another. Our main purpose is to provide comfort and compassion which we hope to have accomplished. We wish you all the best and hope to hear good news. Our hearts go out to your nation.
You all are in our thoughts and in our prayers.
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Marguerite H

It is with a heavy heart that I write this message today; however I believe that it should be done.  I take this opportunity to sympathize with the people of Japan who unfortunately, experienced that major catastrophic earthquake and tsunami that occurred on the morning of March 11th 2011.  Although it was a natural disaster I know you have all lost greatly, whether it may have been your family, friends, home or just the fright that you have experienced.  I wish you all the best and may God’s blessing give you all the strength and guidance in your journey in rebuilding your lives and your country.

11

Dear fellow students,

It was with shock and sadness that we heard of the terrible happenings that befell you in Japan. I am sure we here cannot fathom the extent of the disaster and how it affects all of you, but I'd like to extend my sincerest sympathy to you.
As one who loves the Lord Jesus I want to share with you that within each one of us there is a "divinely implanted sense of a purpose working through the ages which nothing under the sun but God alone can satisfy "The Amplified Bible". Temporal things can never satisfy man; only the eternal God can satisfy the deep sense of purpose in man's heart. I have found this satisfaction and I hope you do too.

Sincerely,
Irma R
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In times of trouble don't give up because there is hope.  As long as there is breath there is life, as long as there is a will there is a way. 
When this is all gone you can look back and be proud to have overcome this disaster. 

When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the road you're trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest if you must, but don't you quit.
Life is queer with its twists and turns,
As every one of us sometimes learns,
And many a failure turns about
When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don't give up though the pace seems slow
You may succeed with another blow,
Success is failure turned inside out
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,
And you never can tell how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far;
So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit
It's when things seem worst that you must not quit.

_________________
Herman M
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Ruth T

Our thoughts and prayers are with you throughout this difficult time. Please allow me to share two of my favorite quotes of encouragement with you. 

"If one dream should fall and break into a thousand pieces, never be afraid to pick one of those pieces up and begin again. " ~Flavia Weedn

Fall seven times, stand up eight.  ~Japanese Proverb
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To the people of Japan:

My thoughts and prayers are with your country at this difficult time. It is so heartbreaking to see the effects that the earthquake and tsunami of March 11, 2011 have done to your people and natural environment. However, I know that all things which happen can be superseded with God’s help.  Remember that this is not yet the end but the beginning of the unison of a powerful nation. It is time for you to work hand in hand with one purpose in mind, in order to rebuild and show the world that you have the skill and determination to always succeed. The task will not be easy but definitely attainable, in order to secure a healthier environment and future for generations to come.

Sincerely,
Alex P
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Dear friends,

I am very sympathetic with the happenings of your country. I was shocked when I saw the disasters on TV. The worst part was that you guys had repetitive earthquakes as if one along with a tsunami weren't enough. I just hope that it doesn't happen again and that you find strength enough to move on and gradually heal your scars even though it's difficult. I am happy to say that all Belizeans are with you guys and not only our communication class. Look on the bright side, don't loose hope for after the bad things happen the good things come.

Yours truly,

Leonardo C
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Rene M

Dear Japan:

In this time of disaster, we as a Belizean nation:

J - Join with you,

A - As a family, to show our sincerest sympathy.

P - Praying that God would comfort your love ones,

A - And fill that empty gap in your grieving hearts.

N – Never give up in this time of trial but continue looking forward with God’s grace.

Silvaana Udz – Comm Skills/Lecturer/Belize
Although our classes have never shared an onsite venue together, having this intercultural Internet connection with you, Professor Shirono, and your class, has made watching and praying for you and all people affected in Japan so much more poignant and heart wrenching. Like many of my students, tears come to my eyes when I see the coverage and hear the agony. And through it all, I feel such admiration for your strength and courage. You and your class and your families and the country of Japan are in our thoughts, our prayers, and our own local efforts to reach out to you via the Red Cross. 
Shannon N – Comm. Skills/S. Udz class - Belize

I am extending my sincere gratitude to the people of Japan who has suffer many losses. In this time of need I would like to share an encouraging scripture from the bible from Revelation 21:3:4,5  “With that I heard a loud from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his peoples, And God Himself will be with them. “ And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” And the one seated on the throne said: “look I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write because these words are faithful and true.” For more information about God’s promise you can visit the Jehovah’s Witnesses Website at www.watchtower.org
Shereth D - Comm. Skills/S. Udz class – Belize

It was very heart breaking when I saw what had happened to your country and immediately my tears came to my eyes. I can only imagine what you guys are going through, to have to gather the strength, courage, mind set to keep you going. I said a prayer for your country that recovery will be soon and that the many lost will not be forgotten and that with time things will fall back to normal.

Lino C

My sympathies to those affected by the Earthquake and tsunami:

I am a student at the University of Belize, and presently signed in to a Communication Skills class at the said institution. Through this medium i want to express my sincerest concerns for those affected by this natural phenomenon.  I want to let you know that you are in the thoughts of many Belizeans, through our prayers and best wishes.  At the same time I would want to express my honest admiration to your humbleness and community spirit.  

Best wishes and hope that life restores itself as early as humanly possible, keep up the solidarity!!!
Jason E

On behalf of the people of Belize and myself i would like to sincerely

sympathize with you the people of Japan and my fellow Japanese colleagues in

education for the loss and damages suffered by the natural disaster that struck

earlier this month.  We can only imagine what your going through from what we

have heard and see on the news.  Please know that we are praying for your

country to bounce back and for a sense of normalcy to be felt throughout the

length and breath of Japan.  We in Belize will continue to do all we can in our

power to contribute to the rebuilding of Japan.  Please accept these kind words

of comfort as we respectfully and humble ask God to Bless you with his richest

blessings.
Ornel G

Tragedy strikes when we least expect it. I won’t even pretend I know what you going through or even how you're feeling but everything happens for a reason. For the love ones lost it was simply there time to go back home. Hard as it is to take in, at times you may feel like you cant breath...take comfort in the sweet memories shared. Don’t let this keep you from moving forward with you life. Keep your heads up. Look to the sky as they wont want you to live in misery. They'll want you to live out the rest of your life as if you would any other day. They'll be with you...you just cant see them...but through heavens window...the stars above they'll be checkin up on you from time to time. In mutual respect, friendship and compassion in this rough time take care and live...
Rosalba V C

I have been following with deep sadness the news of the terrible tragedy in your country and I would like to express my deepest sympathy to the people of your country. I also wish to extend my moral support and to let you know that my thoughts are with the victims, the injured and their families.

With sympathy, Rosalba V
Joyce N

The news of the monstrous earthquake in Japan was a shock and the subsequent Tsunami was heartbreaking to all of us here in Belize.  We not only emphasizing with you but is also in it with you all.  Like the famous adage, when they eye cries, the nose runs!  Though continents apart, but same blood runs in our arteries and the pains are same.  Take strength in the realization that our shoulder is always available for you and we will cry together.  We will walk with you all through this challenging and devastating time.  When you are overwhelmed, close your eyes and visualize Belizeans especially University of Belize Students thinking and praying for every one of you.  With great love and affection, please accept our heartfelt sympathy. 

----
Hi, my name is Lena.  I am very sorry that all of you are going through such a crisis; I cannot begin to imagine what that is like.  Even though we have had natural disasters in the United States I have never been personally affected by them.  Please accept my condolences to those of you that have lost friends or family members.  Hopefully good will rise from all of the destruction and better things will come.  Please be strong for yourselves and everyone around you.  The church my family attends is called The Rock in San Diego, CA is partnering with the Christian Relief, Assistance, Support & Hope (CRASH) ministry and Samaritan’s Purse with Franklin Graham to effectively bring hope and support during this difficult time.  If there is anymore that we can possibly do in order to help from here please let me know and I will forward the request to the Church.  My email address is Lenahaddad1@gmail.com.

Sincerely,

Lena H.

Fellow colleagues,  

   There is a loss of words in my vocabulary and I cannot begin to find the right words to make everything okay because God only knows what you are truly going through.  It is a tragedy to see the news and hear of the devastation that is occurring over there. My deepest sympathy is sent your way day and night with the losses you have all encountered. My family and I pray often in hopes of a better tomorrow for all of you living in this unexpected catastrophe. It is a shame that sad things happen to good people. Though I may be thousands of miles away I have gathered food and clothes to take to my international student club so they can send it your way. These are the times we all need lend a hand and I only wish to help in any way that I can. Though I may not be close to help and I cannot begin to imagine the damage that you all are going through mentally and physically I am always here to listen and to help with the best of my ability. These are the times you have to remain strong do not lose hope. I know it is easier said than done but slowly in time there will be sun in your world again. I am sincerely sorry for all the pain you all are going through. Take these days one day at a time and embrace the moments of beautiful memories and remember it is okay to cry and let out emotions you may feel overwhelmed with. My heart goes out to all of you and I only hope that things will get better sooner rather then later. My deepest sympathy and love is sent your way each and every day. Let's get together and help heal and make everything alright. 

My deepest regards, 

Jamie K
To the people of Japan, 
When the tsunami struck your great nation, it also struck part of us here in America. Our hearts felt a great sorrow that such a horrible disaster tore through your nation. It has made me feel especially mournful as the death count and amount of missing continued to rise as I watch the news. Even today as the situation with the power plant continues, it makes everyone desire that Japan will overcome and recover. 
The eyes of the world are cast upon you with the feeling of an immense loss. What I saw though was a great perseverance of an amazing culture. The reaction of this disaster was nothing short of astonishing, everyone in Japan should be very proud of how they are dealing with the situation. What I saw on the news was loving people, maintaining their culture of respect and honor, while surviving a horrific crisis. What I saw was a proud nation not accepting a situation to hinder themselves, you are a nation that stood strong and continued to perform exponentially. 
My hopes and prayers go out to you. My prayers go to the people who have lost their lives, my prayers go to those who have lost loved ones, my prayers go to the brave people still fighting at the power plant, my prayers go to the people who are enduring tremendous hardship and my prayers go to making the Japan recovery a swift one. 
I am not an artist and I have very little skills in expressing myself. I respect your culture very much and I wish to show how your loss has affected me. I know it is not the best, but I wrote a haiku that tells how I feel. I am sorry if it is not good enough. 
The blade has struck deep
An immense loss the world feels
Japan perseveres
Anthony K

Dear Japanese counterpart,

Hearing about the earthquake and subsequent events in Japan was a shock for me and my family. I cannot begin to describe how sorry I feel. I think about how my family and I might be if we were in your position and I can imagine the terror and pain you must be going through.

Please be strong. Japan and the Japanese have survived worse than this and I know that you will pull through.
Our thoughts are with you all.
Sincerely,

Morrad

 
 

